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Introduction 

1) What is the conceptual context and research problem being addressed? 

a. Is the problem clearly stated or implied? What is the research problem? 

b. Are hypotheses stated or implied? What are the hypotheses? 

2) Why is this question (or set of  questions) important? 

 

 What are the abstract concepts (variables) we believe are operating in the world and what are the effects of these 

on other concepts (variables) and with what population(s)? 

 In a concrete setting, what do we expect to see if the above situation is true? What are the questions and the 

hypotheses? 

 It’s necessary to operationalize concepts and produce hypotheses about what we expect to actually see/find in the 

world. 

 

Methods 

1) Subjects: Who/what are the subjects in the study? 

2) Instrumentation: What are the variables in the study? How are they measured? 

a. What are the independent, dependent, and controlled variables? 

b. What is the level of measurement of each variable? 

3) Procedure: How are variables manipulated and data collected? 

 

 Who are the subjects (“Subjects” section)? 

 How did we operationalize the concepts / variables (“Instrumentation”)? What is the level of measurement of each 

variable measured? 

 How are we testing the hypotheses (“Procedure” section)? 

Results 

1) How is the data summarized and analyzed 

a. Are data appropriately summarized given the level of measurement of each variable? 

b. Are data appropriately analyzed? 

2) Are conclusions appropriately created and presented? 

 

 Is the data presented in a manner that addresses the hypotheses? Do the authors address these explicitly and, then, 

does their description correspond to how they discuss these results in the “Discussion”?  

Discussion 

1) Are the conclusions appropriate given the data presented? 

2) Are the conclusions tied directly to the original problem(s) and hypothesis (or hypotheses)? 

 

 What does our data mean? What does it imply regarding our theories about the world? (Refers back to the 

problems defined in the “Introduction”.) 


